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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was complishments of an organization that Many more accomplishments are

called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Gracious God, our rock of ages in
life’s shifting sands, give our law-
makers this day the abiding assurance
of Your presence.

May they strive to be Your instru-
ments, accomplishing Your will, living
by Your power, and being used by You
for Your glory. Enable them to experi-
ence Your contentment and peace fac-
ing life’s chaos with quiet hearts and
vibrant faith.

Lord, refresh their spirit, quicken
their thinking, reinforce their judg-
ment, and empower them to fulfill
Your purposes on Earth.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa is recognized.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask permission to speak as in morning
business for 3 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICAN LEGION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
come to the floor to recognize the ac-

has done great service to communities
and veterans across the United States.

This month marks 100 years since the
American Legion received its charter
from Congress and formally adopted its
constitution. When it was established
in Paris in March of 1919, the American
Legion stated its aims, in part, ‘‘to per-
petuate the principles of justice, free-
dom, and democracy for which we have
fought.”

The accomplishments of the Amer-
ican Legion since that time are numer-
ous and profound. They include suc-
cessfully lobbying for the creation of
what was then called the Veterans Bu-
reau, which would later become the
VA, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

The American Legion also conducted
pioneering research into PTSD and
drafted the original GI bill that helped
to educate so many World War II vet-
erans after that war and gave a big
boost to the expanding U.S. economy
post-World War II.

American Legion members complete
3.7 million hours of community service
each year. I happen to be a member of
the Sons of the American Legion. As
part of that organization, I am blessed
to have had the American Legion make
a meaningful impact in my life.

When I was a young high school stu-
dent in Iowa, I was proud to participate
in Boys State, where I learned the
rights, privileges, and responsibilities
of citizenship. The American Legion
still does that every year in Iowa and I
suppose in every State. Jowans are for-
tunate to have the enduring presence
of the American Legion in our commu-
nities.

This August, two Iowans were recog-
nized nationally for their dedication to
the American Legion. Bruce Feuerbach
of Keystone was elected national vice
commander of the American Legion,
and Nicole Clapp of Gladbrook was
elected national president of the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary.

sure to come from the American Le-
gion’s Iowa department. I congratulate
the American Legion on its 100th year
of service and thank all members for
their dedication to Iowa and to our Na-
tion.

I want to point out that there was a
Major General MacNider, Mason City,
IA, who was the fourth national com-
mander of the American Legion and
probably one of those who was dedi-
cated to establishing this organization
early on.

I yield the floor.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

—————

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA
TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I was privileged to spend a good chunk
of the day yesterday with the hard-
working men and women of North
American Stainless in Carroll County,
KY. They are a high-quality stainless
steel manufacturing firm that is actu-
ally the largest fully integrated stain-
less steel producer in the entire United
States.

They produce about one-third of all
U.S. stainless. The company brings
1,500 jobs to its rural community that
is Kentucky’s 8th largest manufacturer
by total employment. I joined them
yesterday to celebrate an important
legislative accomplishment that I was
able to spearhead back in July: the
long overdue Senate ratification of a
bipartisan tax treaty protocol with
Spain. By passing this new protocol, we
cleared away a mess of confusing and
unfair double taxation, the threat of
which had stunted growth and invest-
ment right here at home.

I got to hear again, firsthand, what a
significant difference the approval of
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